Mergers of Municipalities and Electronic Local Government
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Abstract

Recently, many local governments have been exploring merger possibilities in accordance
with the Law Concerning the Special Cases of Mergers of Municipalities (Special Mergers
Law), which was amended significantly in 1999. Before municipalities can merge, the
relevant local governments must safely integrate their information systems. Although the
national government encourages merging municipalities to promote systems of electronic
local government, they are giving top priority to the integration of their information systems.
This paper describes the present trend of municipality mergers, some actual examples of
information system integration, possible issues related to the implementation of electronic
local government after municipality mergers, and Fujitsu’'s approaches to municipality
mergers and the promotion of electronic local government.
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Fig.1-Digitalization schedule of local government.
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Fig.2-System of merger-of-municipalities solution.
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