Accessibility Trends in Japan and Overseas

HoFL

e-JapaniRIE-CHAGHEIC B W TIET 4 DX AT A RRRN 5 wbh, EEECHERE
ITEARE LT 1558 L2 6T0D, LIL, HODOEEERES TAHDE TEFE L
DIEEEMDTZN] NI KAEWTEL b, SFE TENPTLASNITTHIER DI
RBHEVIEREFFSTWNWDZ LN nDd, KETIE, BEEINEEH LEFELC XS IS
MTEDLDT 7B T ARITREZ BEMBUIFICEBMITS [V B Y F—3 3 k508
&1 PBEZHAT SN TV D, I 2 TIRHITHESEE DS ME e 7o 0iE R & L TR
WZELZBLNTNWADTHD, AFETIE, ZnboEMEZELEFEL W2z, IT
DHERNAS F THEPLAFE INTEEEEECERE %2 5 2SS E R mE -
TNDHENH T L, BEESCERE EHIRER KL R T 7228 T OBFGHAD L
BLRoTNWHI LY, ERNANDOT 78T BT 0 OB EfFRRT 5,

Abstract

Several e-Japan plans focus on a Digital Divide strategy and society still underestimates the
abilities of disabled and elderly people. Surveys show that elderly people and people with
disabilities are not so concerned about narrowing the gap between themselves and less physically-
challenged members of society. However, they do feel that IT can bring them closer to society than
they have ever been. In the U.S., Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act requires the Federal
Government to ensure that Federal facilities can be accessed with the same ease with which they
are accessed by non-disabled people. The U.S. Federal Government considers that IT can help
disabled and elderly persons to be more closely connected with the rest of society. This paper looks
at how the use of advanced technologies in Japan and the U.S. is empowering disabled and elderly
people so they can participate more in society. It also explains that joint efforts between disabled

and elderly people and engineers are required to bring about this empowerment.
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